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Tour Introduction

This was a custom tour that organized and run with a single client. This client had also
already been too many parts of Washington State before on our Washington State BWC tour so a
few new places were added to this itinerary that are not included on the BWC tour.

This tour was focused on breeding birds of Eastern Washington. We spent just a few
hours west of the beautiful Cascade mountain ranges to get some of the more iconic western
slope birds like Pacific Wren, Red-breasted Sapsucker and other beautiful Big Leaf Maple and
Douglas fir forest birds.

We then traversed the cascades and round up in eastern Washington. Here we spent four
full days in dry ponderosa pine forests, rolling hills, small lakes and a massive breeding bird list
that frankly, makes me giddy.

This trip report is going to be formatting and written a bit differently than normal since it
was such a short tour and it was customized for a single person. Rather than day-to-day accounts
with specific locations, it will be organized by the general location with the highlight
photographs. Enjoy!
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Itinerary

April 20th. ... Arrival/Fenwick Lake State Park
April 30th. . ..o Three Fork Park to Omak, WA
MY ISt it Sinlahekin Wildlife Area

May 20d. ... Sinlahekin to Winthrop Area
May 3rd. ..o s Winthrop Area

May 4th. ... Winthrop Area to Seattle

May Sth. ..o Departures
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Tour Summary by General Location

Fenwick Lake State Park, Kent Washington

We had a great time walking around Fenwick Lake State Park. This is a good introduction into
the beautiful wet western forests of this region. Highlights are below.

Wood Duck - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot Brown Creeper - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

Three Forks Park to Omak Washington

Today we started very early due to the large itinerary for the day. We hit one last area for the
classic wet western cascades feel for our first sapsucker species, wrens, woodpeckers and our
first shot at breeding songbirds like, Black-headed Grosbeak, Song Sparrow, Pacific Wren and

other great birds. We then made our way to eastern Washington, specifically our overnight halt in
Omak.
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Black-headed Grosbeak - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Yellow-rumped Warbler - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Osprey - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

Pacific Wren - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Red-breasted Sapsucker - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

This portion of the tour was set to be the “slowest” photo output wise but we nailed every big
target so we when we were ready to start our next day in Sanlahekin Wildlife Area, we were
feeling really good. We hit the hay ready to get a early start the next morning.
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Sanlahekin Wildlife Area

Beautiful, vast, quiet and packed with wildlife, this natural area is made up mostly of meadows,
lakes, ponderosa pine forests and the occasional sage brush grassland patch. It was a wonderful
day that included a big list of photographed species but more importantly, quality time with some
really icon species like Common Loon, Red-necked Grebe and Lewis’s Woodpecker.

Lewis’s Woodpecker - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Pygmy Nuthatch - Photo by Guide

Common Merganser - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Common Loon - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

Common Loon - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Red-necked Grebe - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

Red-necked Grebe - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Sanlahenkin to Winthrop

It is with a heavy heart that we leave this beautiful area but we know exactly what the
possibilities are that await us in the beautiful Winthrop area. This was one of the few locations
that the guest had previously visited so we were both eager to get back. The secluded lakes, rich
prairies and vast pine forests offered us some spectacular birds, including our last two sapsucker
species, Dusky Grouse, two species of hummingbirds and a variety of breeding songbirds. Our
time in Winthrop was excellent but on the afternoon of the 4th we left for Seattle and the guest
departed on the morning of May 5th.

Western Meadowlark - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Steller’s Jay - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

Red-naped Sapsucker - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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White-headed Woodpecker - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot Ruddy Duck - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

Calliope Hummingbird - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Ben Knoot
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Golden-crowned Sparrow - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Barrow’s Goldeneye - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

Redhead - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Williamson’s Sapsucker - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot Northern Flicker - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Pied-billed Grebe - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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Western Bluebird - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot Rufous Hummingbird - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot

Yellow Warbler - Photo by Guide: Ben Knoot
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